
“EXILES — OWN THE DIFFERENCE”
(I Peter 1:13-25)

Scripture Reading (Ashley Rice)

The apostle Peter wrote this letter to people he calls 
exiles.  Exiles are people living in a place that is not 
home.  They are exiles because even though they’re 
living in the same place they’ve always lived, they have 
been born again into a completely new life through 
their faith in Jesus.   Their values are different.  Their 
priorities.  Their allegiances.  Their feet are in the same 
land, but their hearts were in another land — that 
spiritual country called the kingdom of God.

We are also exiles, but it’s not quite the same for us as 
it was for them.  Yes, we are different people with 
different values and priorities and allegiances through 
our faith in Jesus . . . but our culture is changing too.  
For most of the past 200 years our society has defined 
itself by Christian principles.  But all of that is changing, 
and it seems to be changing pretty rapidly.  Our culture 
is becoming less and less friendly toward our faith.  I’m 
thinking about things like how religious freedom is 
gradually eroding.  How marriage has been redefined.  
How Christians are regularly mocked in the media.  We 
are exiles — not only because we are different people, 
but our culture is changing too.  Our feet may be here, 

but our hearts are in that spiritual country called the 
kingdom of God.

So in this letter Peter is telling these spiritual exiles 
how to live out their faith in a place that isn’t always 
friendly toward their faith.  And we’re trying to apply 
what he’s saying to this place and this time.  How do 
we live as citizens of this country while we pledge our 
ultimate allegiance to Jesus Christ?

So far we’ve heard Peter tell these exiles two things.  
The first is, as you live in this spiritually-foreign land 
don’t forget who you are.  Own your identity.  You are 
God’s chosen people.  Then last week we heard him 
say, you have a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus.  Don’t despair, even while you’re going through 
painful trials.  Of all people, we who belong to Christ 
should be people of hope.  So own your hope.

That brings us now to the passage Ashley read a few 
minutes ago.  There’s a sudden change here.  Verse 
13 starts with the word “Therefore,” which means that 
everything he has been saying is setting the stage for 
what he’s going to be saying in the rest of the letter.
Peter has been telling them who they are, and now for 
the rest of the letter he tells them what it’s going to look 
like for them to be that kind of people in this kind of 
world.  



And here’s what he tells them in our passage: if you’re 
going to be that kind of people in this kind of world, 
you’re going to be different.  There’s going to be 
something distinctive about you.  You’re going to stand 
out.  So be willing to be different.

That’s important because there are two extremes we 
often go to as we face the pressure of living out our 
faith in this kind of world.  One is to blend in.  In other 
words, to be as much like the people around us as we 
can while we keep our faith a private thing, just 
between me and Jesus.  So except for the Sunday 
morning going-to-church thing, we act like everyone 
else.  We go where they go.  We act like they act.  We 
talk like they talk.  We vent on facebook like they vent 
on facebook.  We spend money how they spend 
money.  We spend our time like they spend their time.  
We avoid being different in any way. We blend in.  

That’s one extreme.  The other extreme is to pull away.  
We know we’re supposed to be different, but it’s a 
scary thing to be different when you’re surrounded by 
people who aren’t like you, so we withdraw from them.  
Cheryl and I saw an extreme example of this a couple 
weeks ago when we were up in Amish country.  The 
Amish are people who have withdrawn and established 
their own subculture to keep from being sucked into all 
the sinful influences of modern society.  Most of us 
don’t go that far.  Here’s how we do it.  We surround 

ourselves only with our Christian friends.  We revolve 
our social life entirely around church events.  It’s scary 
to be different, so we pull away so we can just be with 
people who are different like us.

So as we try to live out our faith in this kind of world, 
we tend to go to these two extremes: blending in or 
pulling away.  But Peter won’t let his readers run to 
those extremes, and God won’t let us either.  He 
shows us 3 ways that we need to be willing to different 
as we live here with our hearts there. Are you ready?

Here’s the first way: Be holy.  Verses 14-15: “As 
obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires 
you had when you lived in ignorance.  But just as he 
who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.”  
Do not conform, Peter says.  In other words, before 
you came to Christ you were conformists.  You just 
followed the pattern of everyone around you who didn’t 
know God.  But don’t settle for being conformists 
anymore.  Now that you belong to Christ, he calls you 
to be non-conformists — to stop patterning your 
lifestyle after everyone else, and instead pattern your 
lifestyle after Someone else.

Well, who?  Just as he who called you is holy, so be 
holy in all you do.  Who called us to be holy?  God.  So 
who are we to pattern our lifestyle after?  God.  
Holiness has sometimes gotten defined in a lot of 



bizarre ways.  Back when I attended ReyNaz as a 
teenager, holiness tended to be defined by things like 
the length of your shirtsleeve or skirt or how much 
jewelry or makeup you wore (if you were a woman), or 
how long your hair was if you were a man (MVNU: 
fellow ministry student told me I needed to get a 
haircut if I was going to be a Nazarene minister). 

But do you see how shallow that is compared to what 
Peter tells us real holiness is in this passage?  
Holiness isn’t patterning your lifestyle after some 
prescribed list of do’s and don’ts; holiness is patterning 
your lifestyle after God.  The God who is good.  The 
God who is just.  The God who is pure.  The God who 
is kind.  The God who is compassionate.  The God 
who hates sin and what sin does to people.  

Psalm 12: David starts out talking about how corrupt 
people’s talk is.  They tell lies, they flatter people in 
order to pursue some selfish agenda, they make great 
boasts and they feel no shame whatsoever because 
no one holds them accountable.  I instantly thought of 
the political campaign and all the ugly rhetoric on 
social media.  But then David says, “The words of the 
Lord are pure words.”  In other words, God always tells 
the truth.  His word is always trustworthy.  He never 
speaks out of some self-centered agenda, he never 
engages in “locker-room talk” that mocks people made 
in his image, his words always build up and never tear 

down.  Then I sensed the Holy Spirit saying to me, 
“Dennis, are your words pure words?  Do you always 
speak the truth?  Can people trust what you say?  Do 
you use your words to deceive others into thinking 
you’re something you’re really not?”  I had to repent of 
some specific ways my words haven’t been pure 
words.  If my pattern is the way other people use their 
words in corrupt ways, then I can feel pretty smug. But 
if my pattern is the way God uses his words, then there 
is no way to justify my sometimes impure words.  Who 
is your pattern: other people, or God?  

Peter shows us why we should want God to be our 
pattern.  It’s because we are his “obedient children.” 
It’s the idea of growing up in a family with a parent that 
you admired so much that you wanted to be like them.  
Funeral of Cheryl’s uncle the other day: children and 
grandchildren stood up and said, “I want to be that kind 
of person.  I want to have their kind of marriage.”  We 
are children who God has adopted into his family 
because of what Jesus did for us.  He is our Father.  
This is why we want to be holy: we admire God so 
much that we want to be like him.  No, we can’t ever 
be as holy as he is, but he is the pattern of our lives.  
We want to grow up to be like him.  Do you admire 
God?  Is he the Person you are patterning your life 
after?



The 1st way Peter tells us the difference should show 
because we belong to Jesus is to be holy.  The 2nd 
way is found in verse 17: “Since you call on a Father 
who judges each person’s work impartially, live out 
your time as foreigners (the word means “exiles”) here 
in reverent fear.”  Peter is talking about living an 
accountable life.    

Notice how Peter describes God.  He says, “Since you 
call on a Father.”  We have a Father who loves us, who 
cares about us, who wants the very best for us.  But 
sometimes when we think about God being our Father, 
we think of him being a softy.  Someone who doesn’t 
care what we do as long as we are happy.  But that’s 
not who God is.  Peter says, “You call on a Father who 
judges each person’s work impartially.”  Yes, you have 
a Father who wants the very best for you, but he’s also 
a Father who expects the very best from you.

I’ve been reading Ohio State coach Urban Meyer’s 
excellent book on leadership and life called Above the 
Line.  In it he tells how he used to live an 
unaccountable life, even though he was a religious 
man.  Here’s what he says:

I used to send text messages during Mass, all the time.  
I tried to be discreet, but [my wife] Shelley knew what I 
was doing and wasn’t happy about it.  I am a God-
fearing Irish Catholic who has been going to church my 

whole life, yet in the height of my pursuit-of-perfection 
days [as coach] at Florida, here I was, transacting 
football business in a pew, tuning out the [sermon] so I 
could suggest a new short-yardage play to our 
offensive coordinator, or tell a recruit’s mother why she 
should entrust her son to me.  I had convinced myself 
that if I wasn’t on the job at all times, I was falling 
behind.  Urban Meyer admits he wasn’t living an 
accountable life — even at church!  

We live in a culture where few people want to be 
accountable to anyone.  It’s my life, and I have a right 
to live it however I want to.  But in verse 18 Peter says, 
“You were ransomed from that empty way of life your 
ancestors handed down to you with the precious blood 
of Christ.”  Jesus died to save you and me from living 
our lives for ourselves.  This is what marks us 
Christians as different.  We don’t just live any way we 
want to.  We live to please our Father who will judge 
our work impartially.  We know we will stand before him 
to give an accounting for how we have used the time 
and talents and resources he has given us.  Are we 
living like the Father isn’t watching?

A young man named Daniel easily could have lived 
that way.  He along with some of the best and brightest 
in Israel were carried off as an exile to Babylon.  He 
was far from home, far from the Temple, far from his 
parents, far from the religious instruction he had been 



raised on.  Daniel was put in the training program to 
serve in the king’s royal court.  The pressure to blend 
in to his new culture was intense.  But the Scriptures 
tell us that he resolved that he would not defile himself 
with the kings’ food and wine (Daniel 1:8).  He chose to 
live an accountable life.  He knew no matter how far he 
was from home, the Father was watching and 
expected the best from him.  Because Daniel lived an 
accountable life, God used him in mighty ways.  

You have a Father who is going to judge your work 
impartially.  So, young person in school, are you giving 
God your best?  Parent who has little eyes watching 
you to determine what’s most important, are you giving 
God your best?  Single adult, are you giving God your 
best?  Retiree, at a time when our culture says that 
you deserve to live your life for yourself now, are you 
giving God your best?  

The first way your allegiance to Jesus should show is 
by being holy.  The second way is by living an 
accountable life. 

And Peter shows us the third way in verse 22: “Now 
that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth 
so that you have sincere love for each other, love one 
another deeply, from the heart.”  Peter is writing to 
these communities of believers and says there is one 

unmistakable way our allegiance to Jesus will show to 
the surrounding culture: we will excel in love.  

He says, since you have sincere love for each other, 
love one another deeply.  Since you are brothers and 
sisters who the Father has adopted into the same 
family, live that out in your relationships with each 
other.  The word Peter uses means fervently, 
passionately. The Message version says, “Love one 
another as if your lives depended on it.”  

There was a guy who didn’t plan ahead and needed 
some same-day dry cleaning done before he left on a 
business trip.  He remembered one store with a huge 
sign that said “One Hour Dry Cleaners” on the other 
side of town, so he drove out of his way to drop off a 
suit.  After filling out the tag he told the clerk, “I need 
this in an hour.”  She said, “I can’t get this back to you 
until Thursday.”  “I thought you did dry cleaning in an 
hour!”  “Oh no, that’s just the name of the store.”

What is the greatest sign to our culture that shows we 
belong to Jesus?  Jesus himself said, “Here’s how 
everyone will know you are my disciples: if you love 
one another” (John 13:35).  Love = agape, self-giving 
love.  But when we fail to love each other, it’s false 
advertising to the world.  It’s like we’re saying, “Oh, you 
were expecting to see love on display here?  That’s 
just what the sign says.”



For the groups of believers Peter was writing to, love 
was more than a word on their sign.  They loved each 
other as if their lives depended on it.  One writer at that 
time said that the Romans would look at these Christ-
followers and exclaim, “See how they love one 
another!”  A Christian leader named Justin Martyr said, 
“We who used to value the acquisition of wealth and 
possessions more than anything else now bring what 
we have into a common fund and share it with anyone 
who needs it.  We used to hate and destroy one 
another and refused to associate with people of 
another race or country.  Now, because of Christ, we 
live together with such people and pray for our 
enemies.”  When a devastating plague swept across 
the ancient world, Christians were the ones who cared 
for the sick at the risk of catching the disease 
themselves, while others were throwing even their own 
infected family members out into the streets to protect 
themselves.  

The early Christians loved as advertised — and it drew 
the attention of the world.  

The true test of our love: how do we treat people who 
are different from us?  Of a different race?  Of a 
different social class?  Of a different political 
persuasion?  Can we hold firmly to our own convictions 
while respecting others who don’t see things like we 
do?  Are we just a mirror reflecting back to our culture 

the same divisiveness and hostility we see in our 
culture?   If so, then we shouldn’t be surprised at all if 
the world rolls its eyes.  Agape love — oh, that’s just 
what the sign says.   

Denae’s song:  
Let my life be the proof of your love
Let my love look like you and what you’re made of
How you lived, how you died
Love is sacrifice
So let my life be the proof of your love.

Christians, we are citizens of the Kingdom of God.  Our 
allegiance isn’t to any earthly country or ruler — it’s to 
Jesus Christ.  Peter tells us our difference will show in 
three ways: we will be holy — patterning our lives after 
God.  We will live accountable lives.  And we will excel 
in love.  Are you living the difference?  (Prayer/closing 
song)

Benediction:
May God be the pattern of your life. May you give him 
your best because he gave you his best.  And may you 
love each other as if your lives depend on it.  Amen.  


