
“NAMING THE BABY — SAVIOR”
(Luke 2:8-12)

Christmas is a time of surprises.  There was a lady 
who was baking Christmas cookies at home when she 
heard a knock at her door.  There was a man in 
raggedy clothes, looking for some odd jobs so he 
would have some money for Christmas.  She asked, 
“Do you paint?”  He said, “Yes, actually I’m a very good 
painter.”  “Well, it just so happens that I have two 
gallons of paint and a brush ready to paint my porch 
out back, but I haven’t been able to get to it.  If you do 
a good job, I’ll pay you for your work.”  He said, “Great!  
I’ll have it done in no time.”

She went back to her cookie-making and didn’t think 
much more about it until the man reappeared at her 
door.  “All done!” he said.  “Really?  That was quick!  
Did you do a good job?”  He said, “Yes.  But lady, 
there’s one thing you should know.  That’s not a 
Porsche back there.  That’s a Mercedes.”  

If you don’t want to have an unwanted Christmas 
surprise, you better get the name right!  This Advent 
season we’re talking about getting the name right — 
the name of the baby in the manger, that is.  We all 
know him as Jesus, but Scripture gives us other 
names for him as well.  Names that tell us the true 
identity of this child.  So far we’ve learned two of those 

names: Emmanuel and the Word Made Flesh.  Today 
we’re going to explore another name: Savior. 

Christmas is a time of surprises.  The story of how the 
baby was given the name of Savior is full of Christmas 
surprises.  I have found three of them in our passage 
that I want to share with you.

Christmas Surprise #1: The First People to Receive the 
Birth Announcement
When you give birth, it’s important to think about who 
you’re going to tell first.  (Cheryl’s  mom Barb had 
come to Potsdam NY to help us as the birth of our 
firstborn drew near.  She was at our house when 
Matthew was born.  She was the first person I called.  
Our church softball team was playing across the street.  
She ran out and yelled, “It’s a boy!”)

For those of you who have given birth, who was the 
first person you shared the news with?  It’s an 
important decision.  If you make the wrong choice, 
someone could be hurt or offended. 

Throughout history, God has used angels to 
communicate special news.  Let’s imagine we’re sitting 
in on a special meeting of the DAA — the Department 
of Angelic Announcements — where they’re 
brainstorming about how to deliver the greatest news 
in human history.  The consensus is that the most 
important announcement ought to be made to the most 



important people in the most important place at the 
most important time.  So they come up with this 
brilliant plan to make the announcement at the Temple 
in Jerusalem.  They decide to do it during one of the 
annual feasts where there will be thousands of 
worshipers gathered there.  And they think it only 
proper to let the priests in on it first.

They’re feeling pretty good about their plan when God 
comes into the room and makes a few minor 
adjustments.  Instead of the Temple in Jerusalem, he 
chooses a hillside outside Bethlehem. Instead of a 
great feast, he chooses the graveyard shift.  Instead of 
priests, he picks shepherds.  The angels crumple up 
their plans and throw them in the recycling bin.

So the first Christmas surprise in our passage is that 
the angel makes this first birth announcement to a 
group of nameless shepherds:  Fear not.  I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you.  God could have announced the birth of his Son 
any way he wanted.  Why did he choose shepherds?

Why not the priests in the temple?  Well, maybe 
because God knew how they were likely to respond.  
Later on we find out what God already knew.  When 
word finally got to the Bible scholars in the temple, they 
knew from their study of scripture that the Messiah 

would be born in Bethlehem — but they weren’t 
interested enough to make the 4-mile journey to see 
for themselves.  How could people who knew so much 
about God completely miss him when he showed up?  
It happens to religious people all the time.  You may be 
a Bible expert, but with all the information you know 
about God have you lost the wonder? 

I’m not suggesting that we don’t study scripture so we 
can learn more and more.  But you need to be careful 
that we don’t reduce God to your own level of 
understanding.  In the words of the great writer A.W. 
Tozer, we need to be careful that we don’t end up with 
a God who can “never surprise us, never overwhelm 
us, never astonish us, never transcend us.”  

The shepherds were open to being surprised by God, 
being overwhelmed and astonished by him.  That 
could be one reason God announced the birth of his 
Son to them.  Are you open to letting God surprise and 
astonish you in new ways?  Or have you put God in 
your own little predictable box?

Christmas Surprise #2: What the Angel Names the Baby
No birth announcement is complete without giving the 
name of the baby, right?  So the angels identifies the 
child with three names.  Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord. 
We’ll talk about Christ and Lord next Sunday.  Today 



let’s think about this name Savior.  If you’ve been going 
to church for years, you’re used to us talking about 
Jesus being our Savior.   But what does that mean? 

The name Jesus is our English translation of his actual 
Hebrew name Yeshua.  The first part of his name 
means the Lord and the second part means saves — 
the Lord saves.  Jesus is God to the rescue!

But what kind of rescue?  The Jewish people were 
looking for a Rescuer sent from God.  But they had a 
certain kind of rescue in mind.  At the time of Jesus’ 
birth, the Jewish homeland was under the domination 
of the Roman Empire.  They longed for a divine 
Rescuer to come and overthrow the Romans and 
make Israel great again.  So when the shepherds 
heard a Savior had been born, that’s the kind of 
Rescuer they would have immediately thought of. 

But they didn’t realize at the time what kind of Savior 
this child had come to be.  Back when Mary first 
became pregnant, an angel appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and told him to name the baby Jesus (The Lord 
saves).  Why?  Because “he will save his people from 
their sins.”
You see, the people wanted someone who would 
rescue them from the mess they were in.  But God had 
come to rescue them from the mess that was in them. 

The people wanted God to restore their kingdom to 
them, but God had come to restore their lives to them.

Do you know what it’s like to be saved?  For God to 
change the dark things in you that you can’t change 
yourself?  

Six years ago, the world was captivated by the story of 
33 miners in the country of Chile who were trapped 
beneath 2000 feet of solid rock.  The main tunnel had 
collapsed and sealed off their only exit.  They ate 2 
spoonfuls of tuna, a sip of milk, and a morsel of 
peaches — every other day.  For two months they 
prayed for someone to save them.

On the surface above, a rescue team worked around 
the clock.  They designed a 13-foot-tall capsule and 
drilled, first a communication hole, then an excavation 
tunnel.  There was no guarantee of success.  No one 
had ever been trapped underground and lived to tell 
about it.

But after 69 days, the men started to come out.  They 
slapped high fives and led victory chants.  A great-
grandfather.  A 44-year-old who was planning a 
wedding.  A young man whose baby daughter had 
been born while he was trapped underground.  They 
all had different stories, but they all had made the 
same decision.  They trusted someone else to save 



them.  No one sent a note up to the rescue team 
saying, “I can get out of here on my own. Just give me 
a new drill.”  They had stared at the stone tomb long 
enough to realize, “We need help.  We need someone 
to penetrate this world and pull us out.”  And when the 
rescue capsule came, they climbed in.

Jesus is the Savior.  That means someone has 
penetrated this dark world of sin and pain.  Someone 
has come to rescue us.  To do for us what we can’t 
possibly do for ourselves.  All of our efforts to be better 
people can’t save us.  All of our religious activities can’t 
bridge the gap that our sin has created between us 
and God.  All of our new year’s resolutions can’t touch 
the habits, the addictions, the brokenness that keep us 
stuck.  We can’t get out of here on our own.  We need 
help from the outside.  We need a Savior.

Maybe you’ve heard someone talk about how they’ve 
been saved, and you’re not sure what they mean.  Or 
you talk about being saved yourself, but you’re not 
sure what you mean.  The Bible talks about salvation 
in 3 ways:

*I am saved.  Jesus has forgiven my sins. Rescued 
me from guilt and shame. Restored my broken 
relationship with God.
*I am being saved.  Jesus is in the process of 
changing the things in me that I can’t change myself. 

Making me whole. Setting me free to love others as 
myself.
*I will be saved.  I know that after this life, I will spend 
eternity in the place God is preparing for all who love 
him.  I and all of creation will be perfectly restored to 
the design God intended from the beginning.

But there is one condition if we are going to be saved.  
We need to admit that we need help and can’t save 
ourselves.  That’s why many people today miss out on 
salvation.  They’re trying to be their own saviors with 
their self-improvement projects.  But you can’t get out 
of your sin on your own.  You need help from the 
outside.  You need a Savior.  You have one.  His name 
is Jesus.  Call out to him.  He will save you.

Christmas Surprise #3: How the Baby Will Be Recognized
Back to the shepherds.  The angel has just told them a 
Savior has been born.  But there were a whole lot of 
baby boys in Bethlehem.  How would they know him 
when they saw him?  

The angel says, This will be a sign to you.  This is how 
you will recognize him.  You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.  Now for a lot of years I 
read that and thought I understood it.  But while 
studying for this message I learned even more why the 
shepherds would have been amazed by what the 
angel said.



It’s impossible to decipher the exact date of Jesus’ 
birth.  Most historians believe it was probably during 
the colder fall months.  For common shepherds, this 
wouldn’t have been the time of year to have their 
sheep out grazing in the fields.  Except these 
shepherds and these sheep were different.  Because 
the hills around Bethlehem were home to the 
thousands of lambs who had a specific destiny.  You 
see, every day two lambs were sacrificed in the temple 
for the sins of the people.  They had to be tended year 
round. There is a strong likelihood that the shepherds 
the angel visited were keeping watch over a flock of 
lambs destined for sacrifice.

But that’s not all.  These shepherds would have been 
specially trained to make sure none of their sheep 
were hurt, damaged, or blemished.   Once a sheep 
was born, the shepherd would place it in a hewn-out 
depression of a limestone rock lined with soft hay that 
they called — guess what — a manger.  And they 
would immediately wrap the newborn lamb in what 
were called swaddling cloths to keep it from thrashing 
around and injuring itself, because an injured lamb 
couldn’t be used as a sacrifice.  

So listen again to the angel’s birth announcement to 
these shepherds: This will be a sign to you. You will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger.  Now a sign is something that points to a 
deeper meaning.  What did this sign point to for these 
shepherds?  A child has been born destined to be the 
Lamb of God who will be sacrificed for the sins of the 
world.  Just a few verses earlier in this chapter we read 
that when Mary gave birth to her son, she wrapped him 
in swaddling cloths and placed him in a manger.  From 
the very first moment of Jesus’ birth, the shadow of the 
cross is falling over his life.  

Jesus came for this very purpose: to be our Savior.  
And the way he saved us was to be the sacrifice for 
our sins.  This is a sign for you.  A sign of how much 
God loves you.  A sign of how far he will go to rescue 
you.

Closing
But there’s one little detail in this birth announcement I 
left out.  Did you notice?  The angel said, Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you.  Isn’t that 
amazing?  Every other birth announcement says 
something like, on November 18, 2016 at Mt. Carmel 
East Hospital a 6 pound 12 ounce daughter was born 
to Tim and Amanda Llewellyn.  But this birth 
announcement says this baby has been born to you.  
This isn’t just Mary and Joseph’s son.  This is your son.  
This is the world’s son.



So what do you do with a birth announcement like 
that?  You do what the shepherds did.  Sometimes 
newborn parents understandably want their privacy.  
They will ask for people to wait awhile before they 
come visit.  But the angel doesn’t say anything like 
that.  In fact he doesn’t even have to tell them to go.  
He doesn’t have to.  They say to each other, “Let’s go 
find him!” and off they go.

So that’s the first thing you do with this birth 
announcement.  You don’t just settle for hearing the 
news.  You find this Savior for yourself.  He isn’t hard 
to find.  The Bible says He is near to all who call upon 
him.  If you look for him, you will find him.

But there’s one last thing.  This week I was reading 
about birth announcement etiquette.  One no-no is 
once you receive the birth announcement, don’t 
announce it for the couple.  Let them have the privilege 
of announcing it themselves.  But the shepherds broke 
that rule big-time.  Verse 17: “When they had seen 
him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”  They 
couldn’t keep the news to themselves!

Once you and I receive the birth announcement and 
find this Savior for ourselves, it becomes our privilege 
to spread the word.  A Savior has been born…to you!  

Who is the person you need to tell?  (A great 
opportunity: invite them to the Christmas Eve service)

Prayer/Closing Song “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing”/Benediction

This Advent season
may you receive God’s birth announcement.

May you know this Savior has been born to you.

May you find him for yourself
and spread the word.

Amen.


