
“NAMING THE BABY — CHRIST THE LORD”
(Philippians 2:5-11)

Joshua Bell is a a very famous violinist.  A few years 
ago the Washington Post newspaper decided to try an 
experiment with Joshua Bell.  He got off the 
Washington D.C. subway wearing jeans, a long-
sleeved T-shirt, and a baseball cap.  He leaned against 
the wall and from a small case he removed a violin.  
He put the open case at his feet, threw in a few dollars  
as seed money and started to play.

[Start Joshua Bell video]  For the next 45 minutes, 
Joshua Bell played Mozart and Schubert as over 1000 
people streamed by, most of them hardly taking notice.  
If they had paid attention, they might have recognized 
the young man for the world-renowned violinist he is.  
They also might have noticed that the violin he was 
playing was a  rare Stradivarius worth over 3 million 
dollars.  Just three days earlier, Joshua Bell sold out 
Boston Symphony Hall, with ordinary seats going for 
$100 each.  In the subway, he garnered about $32 
from the 27 people who stopped long enough to give a 
donation.
Christmas is that way for a lot of us.  If there’s ever a 
time of year where Jesus is right in front of us, it’s 
Christmas.  His music is constantly playing on the 
radio and in the shopping malls.  Nativity scenes are 

everywhere.  But we still miss him because we’re 
rushing as fast as we can.  Shopping.  Partying.  
Concerts.  All in the name of the one whose birth we’re 
supposed to be celebrating.  Oh we may throw him a 
little donation of our money — some money in the 
Salvation Army kettle, a church contribution if we have 
any money left over from our gift-buying frenzy.  Or a 
little donation of our time — going to church on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.  But for the most 
part Jesus is just the sidewalk musician we smile at as 
we race on to our more important Christmas activities.  
[Stop video]

Advent is a season to slow down and pay attention, not 
just to the music, but the Musician.  Each Sunday 
we’ve been taking a new look at this baby in the 
manger to find out who he really is.  We’ve been 
exploring different names for this baby.  Emmanuel.  
The Word Made Flesh.  Savior.  And today we’re going 
to think about what the angel meant when he told the 
shepherds, “A child has been born to you.  He is 
Christ the Lord.”  We hear those two words a lot this 
time of year — but what does it mean for us to call 
Jesus Christ and Lord?

Notice those two words aren’t really names at all.  
They are titles.  You may be surprised to know that 
Christ isn’t Jesus’ last name.  It’s a title given to Jesus 
like we give to people today: Doctor or Professor or 



Your Honor or Coach — not their name.  So it goes 
with Christ and Lord.  They aren’t names…they are a 
special kind of title.  Do you notice what they have in 
common?  They are titles for someone who is in a high 
position of authority, right?  They are royal titles.  The 
angel is saying, “When you look at that lowly baby, 
don’t be fooled.  He may look unimpressive — like 
someone in the subway playing a violin — but he is 
destined to be the greatest Ruler of all.”  

So what kind of King would come in such a humble 
way?  He must be a different kind of Ruler than the 
world has ever seen.  Let’s dig into these titles and 
discover the kind of King Jesus came to be.

1.  This King Will Use Power in a Different Way.
The first title is Christ.  Let me start with a little 
background.  This title came from the religious world.  
Christ is the equivalent of the Old Testament word 
mashiach, or Messiah.  Mashiach means “someone 
who has been anointed with oil.”  But a mashiach was 
a special person who was anointed with special oil for 
a special reason.

Whenever a new high priest came into office at the 
temple, or a new king ascended to the throne of Israel, 
they would be anointed with a special blend of oils only 
used for that occasion.  That action meant that they 
were being consecrated or set apart by God for their 

position of authority.  But the oil also was a symbol of 
the power of the Holy Spirit being poured out on the 
leader to enable them to carry out their work God’s 
way.  Here’s an example.  When God sent the prophet 
Samuel to anoint a new king, Samuel went to the 
house of Jesse in Bethlehem and found David. The 
Lord told Samuel, “God anoint him; he’s the one I’ve 
chosen.”  Then listen to what Samuel did: he “took the 
horn of oil and anointed David in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David in power” (I Samuel 16:13).  So 
David was a mashiach — someone who had been 
anointed not just with oil but with the Holy Spirit so he 
would have power to lead God’s people God’s way.  

But if you know anything about Israel’s history, you 
know they had quite a few high priests and kings who 
were anointed but didn’t lead God’s people God’s way. 
They were ego-driven or insecure or even idol-
worshiping leaders.  Even though they were 
mashiachs, they led the nation into deep spiritual 
decline.  What went wrong?  They had been anointed 
to lead, but they used their power in selfish or corrupt 
ways.  Anointing was no guarantee that someone 
would be a godly leader.  So the people longed and 
prayed for an ideal Mashiach with a capital M sent 
from God who would restore the nation and rule the 
people God’s way.



Now with that background, let’s jump ahead 30 years 
from Jesus’ birth.  He has just been baptized and 
anointed by the Holy Spirit, and now he is starting his 
public ministry.  He goes to his hometown of Nazareth, 
stands up in his home synagogue, and preaches his 
first sermon.  He opens the Bible and quotes this 
prophecy from Isaiah, a prophecy about the Mashiach 
with a capital M.  (Luke 4:18-21)

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me.  This is the true Mashiach speaking.  He 
has been anointed with the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Then he talks about how he will use that anointing: to 
preach good news to the poor.  To proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners.  To help the blind recover their sight.  
To release those who are oppressed.  To proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.  In other words, the true 
Mashiach will use his power not for his own ego-driven 
purposes, but to serve others.  Especially people who 
are needy and suffering.  

Jesus finished reading, set down the Bible, and said to 
the congregation, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.”  Which was another way of saying, “I’m 
the one speaking in Isaiah’s passage.  The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me.  He has anointed me.  I am the true 
Maschiach.  I have come not to throw my weight 
around but to exercise my authority to serve others.  
And for the next three years Jesus lived out those 

words.  He wasn’t a sanitized Messiah on a pedestal 
far above the suffering of this world.  He is the 
Mashiach who came down from his throne and met 
people in their pain. “He took upon himself the very 
nature of a servant.”  And he used his power to heal 
them.

Well, you might be thinking — that’s wonderful about 
Jesus, but what does that have to do with us?  Let me 
show you something I discovered this week that I’ve 
never seen before.  Do you know who the mashiachs 
— the anointed ones — are today?  You might be 
surprised.  The apostle Paul wrote these words to a 
congregation like ours:  “God has anointed us, set his 
seal of ownership upon us, and put his Spirit in our 
hearts” (II Corinthians 1:21).  If you read the whole 
passage, you’ll see Paul isn’t talking just about himself 
and his ministry team — he’s talking about all 
Christians.  Do you hear what he’s saying?  We are the 
mashiachs with a small m.  We are the anointed ones.  
The Spirit of the Lord is on us.  We have his presence 
and his power.  Why?  So we can be a church that is 
all about meeting our needs, making us happy?  No.

Jesus was the Mashiach for others.  We are the 
anointed ones today.  Which means we will use our 
anointing the way he used his.  To be a church for 
others.  Especially the people around us who are 
needy and suffering.  If we say, well, we don’t want to 



be a church like that.  We want to be a church that’s all 
about us and our wants and our comfort, then we don’t 
want the anointing.  People of ReyNaz,  the most 
important question we will answer in 2017 is this one: 
will we go to the kinds of places and people where our 
Mashiach has already gone?

So we’re digging into these two titles the angel gave to 
the baby Jesus and finding out what kind of King he 
came to be.  We’ve seen that he will use his power in a 
different way.

2.  This King Will Make Peace in a Different Way.
The angel says this child has been born to you is not 
only the Messiah…he is the Lord.   Lord.  It’s the 
highest title that could ever be given to someone.  Lord 
means the absolute sovereign, the one who rules over 
everything.   

At that time it was a dangerous thing to call someone 
Lord.  Because there was someone who already had 
that title.  It was Caesar Augustus, the ruler of the 
Roman Empire.  When his adopted father, Julius 
Caesar, died, the Roman Senate elevated him to the 
status of a god, which meant Augustus was the son of 
God.  His face appeared on Roman coins with this 
inscription: Lord and Savior.  After all, he was the 
leader of the greatest empire the world had ever seen.  
Through military might he extended his kingdom from 

Spain in the west all the way to Israel and modern day 
Turkey in the east.  During his 40-year reign he 
established a network of roads from one end of his 
domain to the other  He instituted a system of census-
taking and taxation that extended throughout the 
empire.  (That’s why Joseph and Mary were forced to 
travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem late in her 
pregnancy — because Augustus had issued a census 
to be taken)

But the greatest accomplishment of Augustus was 
establishing the Pax Romana, or Roman Peace.  He 
brought all of these nations and ethnic groups he had 
conquered, nations and ethnic groups that had always 
been at war with each other, and united them as one.  
This Pax Romana would last for 200 years.  How did 
Augustus pull it off?  
*He imposed the Roman rule of law across the Empire.
*He established a military presence throughout the 
Empire that served as a constant warning of what 
would happen to anyone who rebelled.  The favorite 
mode of punishment was crucifixion.
*These different nations and ethnic groups were 
allowed to keep many of their customs, traditions, and 
even gods — as long as they gave their ultimate 
worship and allegiance to Caesar.  Everyone was 
required to call him Lord.  The absolute sovereign.



So can you start to imagine the shock wave that 
started to ripple across the Empire the night the angel 
announced the coming of one who would be the 
world’s true Savior and Lord?  From the very beginning 
this baby was seen as a threat to the political powers 
and he needed to be exterminated.  No rival Lord was 
allowed.

But there’s something else the angel said that night 
that was revolutionary.  Well, actually, it was such 
explosive news that a huge angelic choir showed up to 
make the announcement. Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and (here it is) on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests (v. 14).  What were they 
saying?  This baby was coming to bring true peace, 
real peace, to the world. 

You see, the Pax Romana wasn’t true peace.  It was 
forced peace.  It was a “get-along-with-each-other-or-
heads-will-roll” kind of peace.  It was the kind of peace 
that happened one day when a little boy was causing 
trouble and his mom told him to sit down and be quiet.  
He said no.  She raised her voice and ordered him to 
sit down or else.  He knew he had pushed mom to the 
limit, so he plopped down in the chair and declared, “I 
may be sitting down on the outside, but I’m still 
standing up on the inside!”  That was the Pax Romana.  
It was a sit-down-and-shut-up-or-else kind of peace.  It 
was one nation, one race saying to another, “We can’t 

stand you, we hate you, we want to destroy you, but if 
we do, the Romans will crush us, so we’ll put up with 
you.”  It was a hate-your-enemy-even-though-you-have 
to-put-up-with-them kind of peace.

But the angels said, “This Lord, this Messiah, is 
coming to establish his kingdom.  And when he rules 
over the world, there will be true peace for all on whom 
his favor rests.”  Which means something like, for all 
who will accept his good and gracious rule over their 
lives.  When we let him be Lord over our lives, he will 
take the “standing-up-on-the-inside” out of our hearts.  
He will set us free to love those who are different from 
us. (“O Holy Night” — chains shall he break, for the 
slave is our brother!)  When his grace has done its 
work in our hearts, we will even be able to love our 
enemies and forgive those who have hurt us the worst.  
This Lord can take the swords out of our hearts.

(Me: resentment toward my father for leaving us — 
about a year after accepting Christ I knew i had to let 
him take the sword out of my heart.  I called my dad 
and told him I loved him and forgave him)

(Woman in our congregation: shared with me this week 
the unspeakable pain and rejection she experienced 
from her parents.  “Jesus took the bitterness out of my 
heart.  He helped me to forgive them.”)



That’s the kind of peace the angels announced.  That’s 
the kind of peace Jesus came to give us in our lives.  
We are the ones on whom his favor rests, who have 
accepted his good and gracious rule over our lives.  
We are called to live out this peace in our 
relationships.  To love those who are different from us.  
To forgive those who have hurt us the worst.  And we 
cling to the promise that one day when Jesus returns 
to rule over this world, there will be true and lasting 
peace.  But in the meantime we are called to put on 
display what the peace of our King looks like.

Closing
The Bible calls Sunday the Lord’s Day because on the 
first day of the week our King Jesus rose from the 
dead.  But that’s not where the term “Lord’s Day” 
started.

In the Roman Empire, people were required to worship 
Caesar as Lord.  Once a year everyone had to appear 
before the local authorities, burn a pinch of incense in 
worship to Caesar, and to say “Caesar is Lord.”  This 
was known in the Empire as the Lord’s Day.

But we worship a different Lord.  This is our Lord’s 
Day.  Early Christians gathered one day a week to 
worship Jesus.  Not just once a year at Christmastime, 
but once a week on the day he rose from the dead.  
Not because we’re forced to, but because we love our 

King.  We come to worship him and declare “Jesus is 
Lord.”  

But there’s another Lord’s Day coming.  It’s actually 
called the Day of the Lord in scripture.  It’s the day that 
Paul talks about in Philippians chapter 2 that Elizabeth 
read earlier.  It’s the Day when “every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11).  This 
one who was born in a lowly manger, who took upon 
himself the very nature of servant, who humbled 
himself to die on a cross, is now our risen King.  He will 
one day return to be the Prince of Peace over this 
world.  Even his enemies will confess that he is Lord.  
We look for that day.  We long for that day.  We live for 
that Day.  

Never forget who your true Lord is.  
Never forget the One to whom you owe your worship 
and allegiance.
Never forget that there’s another Lord’s Day coming.  

Prayer
“Jesus Messiah” 

Benediction


